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Name of Programme The Epidemic Diseases Act, 1897 & DM Act,2005:
Government and Public Relations
Date and Time 11th October 2021 03.00 PM to 05.00 PM
No.of Participants 143
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Background:

Legal frameworks are important during crises as they augment a government’s response to
public health emergencies and also the rights and duties of citizens. Considering this, the
Epidemic Diseases Act, 1897 was designed to put government machinery into action once
there is a considerable threat of dangerous epidemic disease and not as a code for establishing
general public health systems. The Epidemic Diseases Act, 1897 is colonial-era legislation that
is still used as the primary law to control a mass epidemic. The act, most recently, has been
invoked by several Indian states to fight the COVID-19 pandemic. The act was amended by
way of an ordinance in April 2020 to protect healthcare personnel engaged in combating the
coronavirus. The amendment expanded the powers of the central government to prevent the

spread of such diseases.

As the corona-virus pandemic engulfed the country, this 123-year-old "nvoke
p g y year-old agt Was invoks

with provisions of the Disaster Management Act, to control the sprea f t

Indian states notified regulations under the act authorisip Icials to admit,

isolate and quarantine people in certain situations. Drawing"from the act, many states tool'

measures, such as the closing of schools, malls, gyms, institutional and home quarantine, in

order to mitigate the crisis.

In this context, this webinar on “The Epidemic Diseases act, 1897 & DM Act, 2005:
Government and Public Relations” was organized by the National Institute of Disaster
Management (NIDM) Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India in collaboration with
Sri RKM Law College, Chittoor, Andhra Pradesh.

Objectives:

The main objectives of the webinar were to:

» bring awareness about the legal framework of the Epidemic Disease Act, 1897 and National
Disaster Management Act, 2005.

» understand the existing schemes under these acts along with limitations.
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SI.No Event Speaker Time
1. Welcome Address N. Karpoorasundara Pandian 03.00 pm
Young Professional to
NIDM, New Delhi 03.05pm
2. Inaugural Address Dr. Ajinder Walia 03.05 pm
Assistant Professor to
NIDM, New Delhi 03.10pm
3. Key Note Dr N Janardhana Reddy 03.10pm
Principal to
Sri RKM law college Chittoor 03.15pm
Andhra Pradesh
Technical Sessions
4. Epidemic Diseases Act, Dr Pallvi Sharma 03.15 pm
1897: An Introduction Young Professional to
NIDM, New Delhi 03.35pm
5. Analytical Overview of Prof (Dr) Gopal 03.35 pm
Disaster Management Principal to
law SSRA Law College 04.30pm
Maharashtra
6. Disaster Management Mr N Karpoorasundara Pandian 04.30pm
Act, 2005 Young Professional to
NIDM, New Delhi 04.50pm
7. Question & Answer - 04.50pm
to
04.55pm
8. Vote of thanks Dr N Janardhana Reddy 04.55pm
Principal to
Sri RKM law college, Chittoor 05.00pm
Andhra Pradesh
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Mr N Karpoorasundara Pandian, Young Professional, NIDM, New Delhi welcomed
patron, organisers, eminent speaker and all participants who joined the webinar
virtually through Google Meet.

Dr Ajinder Walia, Assistant Professor, Centre for Gender Issues and Special
Needs/Psychological Issues & Trauma Care, National Institute of Disaster
Management, New Delhi extended a warm welcome to all the participants and briefed
them about the programme. She addressed the Inaugural session and introduced the
audience to the Epidemic Diseases Act, 1897 & Disaster Management Act, 2005.

Key Note Address was given by Dr N Janardhana Reddy, Principal, Sri RKM law

college, Chittoor, Andhra Pradesh.
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o Technical Session 1 was dedicated to the “Epidemic Diseases Act, 1987: An
Introduction”. Dr Pallvi Sharma, Young Professional, Centre for Psychosocial and
Trau’n‘a Care, National Institute of Disaster Management, New Delhi was the speaker
for this session. She gave an overview of four sections under the Epidemic Diseases

t, 1987, amendments during the covid-19 outbreak and limitations.
o Prof (Dr) Gopal, Principal, SSRA Law College, Maharashtra was the main invited
- , speaker for this event. In Technical Session Il, he gave a lecture on ‘ﬁl ical ’-
Overview of Disaster Management law”. He touched on the Indian legal framework to
deal with disasters like Covid-19 with particular reference to Epidemic Diseases
1897 and Disaster Management Act, 2005. - .J

o Technical Session Ill: Mr N Karpoorasundara Pandian, Young Profes

NIDM, New Delhi gave a presentation on the “ Disaster Management Act, 2005is”
gave highlights of the act and role of the National Disaster Management Authority.

o Inthe end, Dr N Janardhana Reddy, Principal, Sri RKM law college, Chittoor,
Andhra Pradesh gave the vote of thanks to the patron, organisers, eminent speakers,

panellists and all participants who joined the webinar programme.
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Maj. Gen. M K Bindal 5 ! Principal Assistant Professor

Executive Director, Prof. (D') Gopal Dr Pallvi Sharma Sri RKM law college NIDM
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Registration Link
https://training.nidm.gov.in

You tube live streaming link
https://voutu.be/yS0dDuhCTIvE
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List of Participants:

K

S.No. Full Name Email
1. Arunbharath S 18eucs013@skcet.ac.in
2. Arunaa G T 18eucs015@skcet.ac.in
3. Kavyashree B 18eucs056 @skcet.ac.in
4. Ulfath Farhan 18eucs123@skcet.ac.in
5. Kavin Raj P 19eucs504 @skcet.ac.in
6. Ashiqg Hussain Rather lashul1968@gmail.com
7. Adil Hakeem Khan adilhakeemkhan24@gmail.com
8. Amit Gadewal agadewal@gmail.com
9. R. S. Ajin ajinares@ieee.org
10. Ankhisaha akhee.saha@gmail.com
11. Akshygupta akshygupta94 @gmail.com
12. Dharan Prasad alliswelldharan369 @gmail.com
13. Amanpreet Kaur amanpreet1308@gmail.com
14. Dr Anil Kumar anilkumar-cgwb@gov.in
15. Animesh Das animeshdas0097 @gmail.com
16. Anisha Jasmin anishajasmim03@gmail.com
17. Anuj Kumar anuj2208 @rediffmail.com
18. Vikash Kumar anushivangi2 @gmail.com
19. Aa Sarma apsarmal@gmail.com
20. Aruna Dalai aruna7876@gmail.com
21. Arvind Chauhan arvindchauhan.chauhan081@gmail.com
22. Babjimalineni babjimali@yahoo.com
23. Subhash Jaryal badalakash5@gmail.com
24. Hiteshkumar R. Barot barothitesh13188@gmail.com
25. Bisathi Bharath bharathcivils2018 @gmail.com
26. Biplab Auddya biplabauddyal23@gmail.com
27. Bhuneshwari Dash bubu_sahare@yahoo.com
28. Buddhadebghorai buddhadebghorail985@gmail.com
29. Akshayjitpodder chem.akshayjit.aus@gmail.com
30. Balakrishnachennu chennu.balakrishna@gmail.com
31. Chhayahande chhayahandel6@gmail.com
32. Ashish Gupta connect@advag.in
33. Muhammed Sabir cpmsabir@gmail.com
34. Dattatrayabhanudaspatil dattatrayap47@gmail.com
35. Deepikadagar deepikadagar7 @gmail.com
36. Sanjuktatalukdar diyu2209@gmail.com
37. Dinesh Kumar dk7548248 @gmail.com
38. Dr. Dinesh Pandit dpandit@hotmail.com
39. Dr.Kanimozhikulasekaran drkani.epidemiologist@gmail.com
40. Dr.Suresh Kumar Agarwal drskagarwal @yahoo.com
41. Ehtisham Ahmad Khan eakhanl@gmail.com
42. Prakhar Tiwari erprakhartiwari@gmail.com
43. Sanjeev Gupta fdpsanjeevpreeti@gmail.com
44. Natarajan Gopalan gopalan@cutn.ac.in
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45. Greeshmathankachan greeshma7vt@gmail.com

46. Gani Sharmila Banu gsharmilabanu@gmail.com

47. Gurudas Baroi gurudas22051999@gmail.com

48. Hafsakundangar hafsakundangar@gmail.com

49. Hatishkumarprashar hatishprashar@yahoo.co.in

50. Helmikawsar helmi31may2003@gmail.com

51. Prof.Dr.l.Manavalanilakkuvan imanavalan56@gmail.com

52. Dr. J.Jeya Suthan j.jeyasuthan@gmail.com

53. Md Jasim Eqbal jasimegbal64 @gmail.com

54. Jescintha R jescintha.r@gmail.com

55. Anshu Kumari k.anshu.2525@gmail.com

56. Kamala Kanta Dash kamala@srisriuniversity.edu.in

57. Kandukuri Sri Vaishnavi kandukuri2811@gmail.com

58. Kandukurichandrakanth kandukurichandrakanth25@gmail.com

59. Kaveridoddamani kavya.kpd12@gmail.com

60. Kumar Ganesan kumarg@hku.hk

61. Jayamani Lawrence lawrence.lawru@gmail.com

62. Lokeshkumar Ikaushik2224@gmail.com

63. M.Akash Kumar maakashkumar03@gmail.com

64. Meenakshi S madhavann20@gmail.com

65. Pushpraj Singh Rajawat majpsr@gmail.com

66. Mamta Gupta mamtaguptapdav@gmail.com

67. Manjay Kumar manjay1077@gmail.com

68. Manohar Kumar Boddeti manoharkboddeti@gmail.com

69. Manoj Kumar Jha manoj61367 @gmail.com

70. Digambar Tule manusakil8@gmail.com

71. Jayeshmadhursinhmatani mataniquiz@rediffmail.com

72. Hakeem Matee Ur Rasool mateeurrasool@gmail.com

73. Mdfaiz Shah mdfaizshah@yahoo.com

74. Mohammad Kawsar mdkawsar@gmail.com

75. Mehakbudhiraja mehakbudhiraja7 @gmail.com

76. Shaktisagar Dhole midas.shakti@gmail.com

77. Panthagani Midhun Kumar midhunk96@gmail.com

78. Michael Joseph Marshall mikejoemarsh@gmail.com

79. Mohammad Suhail Meer mohdsuhailrs@gmail.com

80. Mohit Sharma mohit.sharma44332211@gmail.com

81. S. Moovendhan moovendhan777 @gmail.com

82. Y. Madhu Sudhana msmsc1986@gmail.com

83. Er. Mukesh Kumar Saubhagya mukesh_saubhagyal24@rediffmail.com

84. Nagarajan Krishnamoorthi nagarajan22563@gmail.com

85. Tuhinaparvin nasid743293@gmail.com

86. Nasir Ahamed nasid974@gmail.com

87. Prakash N natarajanprakash87 @gmail.com

88. Neha Gautam neha.gtm19@gmail.com

89. Er. Nishantmisra nmishra.pratapgarh@gmail.com

90. Ruhul Amin nramin786@gmail.com

91. Onkar Nath Puri Advisor Disaster Management onkarnath.puri@gmail.com
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92. Dr Mohammed Osama osama4447@gmail.com

93. Payal Garg payalmaahil7 @gmail.com

94. Patelfatema pfatema662@gmail.com

95. Pramod Kumar Rajak pk1102127 @gmail.com

96. G.K.Praveen Kumar pkumarkotla@gmail.com

97. Pradeep Kulkarni ppkguru@rediffmail.com

98. Pragathi Padham Youth Association pragathipadhamyouth@gmail.com
99. Pragya Mishra pragya.mishra8315@gmail.com
100. Prakhartripathi prakhar2419tripathi@gmail.com
101. Prashant Kumar prashantkumarkvsrau@gmail.com
102. Dr. Rajesh Kumar Putta prkbpc@gmail.com

103. Vidhyasagar Pragasam pvidhyasagar89@gmail.com
104. Rajan Kumar rajan.sharmanov1991@gmail.com
105. Rajiv Ranjan Das rajivmbbs12@gmail.com

106. Sani Umar Muhammad saniaska22 @gmail.com

107. Santanu Adhikari santanuadhikari38 @gmail.com
108. Santhosha Naika santhoshnaik1980@gmail.com
109. Surekha Patil sapatil2007 @gmail.com

110. Varshini V'S senthilvelvan@yahoo.com
111. Shah Rahul Ramkishan shahrahul1591996 @gmail.com
112. Shanmukhmalineni shanmukhmali@gmail.com
113. Shashikantchoudhary shashikantchoudhary320@gmail.com
114. Shiv Murat shivmuratdbns@gmail.com
115. Kadir Shaikh shkhkadir942 @gmail.com
116. Voolkundhakar Shyam Lal shyam.mcrhrdi2017 @gmail.com
117. Simminbawa simmin.bawa@jaihindcollege.edu.in
118. Raghvendra Singh singhyogendra048@gmail.com
119. Shivkumarsherikar skumarsherikar@gmail.com
120. Shashi Mohan sm_sharma007 @yahoo.com
121. Sonalsree Kumar sonalsreeks@gmail.com

122. Atul Pandey srm.atulpandey@gmail.com
123. Heena Rani sshrutisharma072 @gmail.com
124. Saroj Kumar Thakur sthakur86@gmail.com

125. Supriya Mondal supriyamondalofficial@gmail.com
126. Supriya Roy supriyaroyl45@gmail.com
127. Hari Sankar Rout swati_pab@yahoo.co.in
128. Sahibzadaniyaz Ahmad Bhat tehsildarniyaz@gmail.com
129. Vijayakumartukaram tkvijaykumarl@gmail.com
130. Tribhuwannishad tnishad2@gmail.com
131. Umesh Kumar Sharma umeshkr.sharma81@yahoo.com
132. Varshini V'S varshinivs04@gmail.com
133. Vasanthanbalashanmugam vasanthanbalu04@gmail.com
134. Vijayluxmi vijayluxmibhardwaj746@gmail.com
135. Padidarapu V V Kumar vijju.algebral@gmail.com
136. Gayatri . vikyl812maan@gmail.com
137. Vinod Tukaram vinodtk81@gmail.com
138. Virendrakumar Thakkar virendrakumarthakkar@gmail.com
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139. Vikram Singh vksinghj92 @gmail.com

140. Vitthalsukhdeobandgar vsbandgarl0@gmail.com

141. Mohd Wahid wahidgeog@gmail.com

142. William B F Lynrah williamfeegrade28 @gmail.com

143. Mrs Hemalata Kondamudi yaddanapudihemarao@yahoo.co.in

Kev Takeawayvs:
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The Webinar was streamed through Google Meet and witnessed the participation of 143
students, teachers, researchers and other professionals. The following are the ke‘y
takeaways:

The Epidemic Diseases Act is the smallest act with only four sections out of which section two
is important as states have been given special powers under this act.

It is important to review the act with reference to its current relevance, its adequacy to tackle
deadly virus outbreaks, surveillance and privacy issues and, most importantly, its limitations.
The act fails to define a “dangerous epidemic disease.” There is no clarity on the criteria that
need to be applied for declaring a disease as “dangerous” or “epidemic.”

The act focuses on the government’s powers during an epidemic, but does not specify its duties
in controlling/preventing an epidemic, nor does it enunciate any rights available to the citizens
in the event of an outbreak.

Instead of relying upon colonial-era laws, using brute force in enfoWrantine/lockddwrf
measures and resorting to provisions like Section 144 Code of .Crim' al P
ruc '
dled by the legal and constitution
institutions of the country. The current lockdown has been imposed under the Disaster Management
Act, 2005 (DM Act).

new law is required to address the lacunae in the existing

COVID-19 is the first pan India biological disaster being

India’s large population poses an administrative challenge in dealing with any disasters,
especially a pandemic such as COVID-19.

The power bestowed by DM Act on Central Government and NDMA are extensive.

The Central Government, irrespective of any law in force (including over-riding powers) can
issue any directions to any authority anywhere in India to facilitate or assist in the disaster.

In the true spirit of the DM Act and federal structure, national and state political and
administrative agencies should be more collaborative and consultative.

Issues like the movement of migrant labourers, availability of food, arranging livelihoods to
daily wagers, relief camps, the entitlement of statutory minimum relief, etc. that directly affects

millions in the country needs special attention.
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» There are complaints of discrimination, police excesses, starvation, lack of medical aid etc.
from various corners of the country. In such cases, constitutional courts must play its role.

)
Pertinently, there is bar on the jurisdiction of courts and there is no grievance redressal
mechanism under DM Act.

Wss of the effective implementation of the national and state decisions under the DM
t is dependent on its ground-level implementation; district administration and local self-
-

government institutions remain the best bet. '\. ) J -
_ &

-
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