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1.NAME OF THE PROGRAMME: Reopening of Schools safely amidst covid-19

2. BACKGROUND

Reopening of schools is becoming a hot button issue with states like Andhra Pradesh, Goa
and Assam mulling over opening schools by as early as September, even as most parents,
across states, have rejected reopening without a vaccine being available. At the core of

the debate is the fact that steps to address the loss of school-hours—such as online/on-

air teaching—won’t reach a large section of the student body.

So, as the states and the Centre mull over reopening of schools vis-a-vis the losses to
learning and development of children, they will need to strike a careful balance. A tailored
approach, mapped against high-incidence districts, will likely be a better idea than a one-
size-fits-all move. A hybrid of online/on-air and classroom teaching with strict enforcing
of preventive measures could be thought of, at least till the time the pandemic can be

fought off with pharmacological interventions.

This webinar is intended to discuss the challenges and opportunities to re-open the

schools amidst Covid-19.

3.0BJECTIVES
e To discuss and document the various issues involved in reopening of school.
e To analyse the needs and importance of re-opening of schools
e Role of stakeholders in ensuring the reopening of schools.
Issues involved in Reopening of schools for primary, middle and higher
secondary.

Recommendations for reopening the schools.

4.DATE AND TIME : 1.10.2020, 3.00-5.00 PM
5.BROCHURE AND BANNER : Attached

6. LIST OF PANELLIST :
Mr.Banku Bihari Sarkar, Programme Officer, UNICEF
Dr. Savita Mishra, Principal, Vidyasagar College of Education




7.NO.OF PARTICIPANTS : 408

8.KEY TAKEAWAYS

Design and implement effective response plans to reopen schools.

Response plans for the reopening of schools must be designed according to

contextually appropriate protocols and checklists based on local conditions.
Planning must consider the context of the school, including the level of education
- pre-primary, elementary, secondary, and higher secondary; the location of the
school - urban or rural area; and other factors. Concerns of students, teachers and
parents need to be considered,

Based on an assessment of their context, decision makers at the state/UT level
need to make choices and prioritize actions to reopen schools, ensuring they are
safe for students and teachers and meet the learning and wellbeing needs of each
girl and boy.

Disruptions to instructional time and student-teacher interaction in the classroom
can have a severe impact on a child’s ability to learn and on their overall retention
in school

The longer vulnerable children are out of school, the less likely they are to return,
particularly those who were already attending school irregularly

Learning online/ through other channels has limited reach especially amongst the
most vulnerable

Prolonged closures will also continue to disrupt essential school-based services
Being out of school increases the risk of teenage pregnancy, sexual and gender-
based violence, forced migration, human trafficking, child marriage, child labour
and other threats

It can also cause stress and anxiety due to the loss of peer interaction, absence of
support from teachers/school counsellors and disrupted academic routines
Having to look after children at home due to school closures may also impact on
parents’ livelihood options including MNREGS, particularly poorest communities,
in turn negatively impacting on children and their wellbeing

Negative impacts will be significantly higher for vulnerable children, such as

children from ST, SC, minority communities, children with disabilities, children




with limited or no access to digital media, and children living in urban slums and
hard-to-reach areas

Reopening schools is critical, particularly for the most vulnerable children

School reopening must be safe and consistent with overall COVID-19 health
response

State specific measures and conditions,

All reasonable measures taken to protect students, staff, teachers and their
families.

Overall public health considerations,

Assessment of the associated benefits and risks

Gather critical information on how schools, teachers, students and communities
are coping with closures and the pandemic

Where possible, the decision-making process should be devolved to the local
authorities, so that the reopening of schools is based on each local context and is
responsive to the evolving situation and needs on the ground

Covid 19 pandemic has caused unparalleled disruption to education globally

More than 1.57 billion students affected by school closures

463 million students are unable to benefit from remote learning

School closures have impacted the education of 286 million students from pre-
primary to secondary education

More than 6 million girls and boys who were already out of school prior to the
COVID-19 crisis (SRI-IMRB, 2014 )

Child’s right to education as set out in UNCRC - compromised

9.PROGRAMME SCHEDULE

Time Session Speaker/Experts

11.00-11.10 Welcome address Dr. Balu ICCDRR,NIDM

11.10-11.20 Opening Remarks Prof.Santoshkumar Prof& Head,
CGIDRR, NIDM

11.20-11.30 Keynote Address Dr.Kumar Raka CCDRR,NIDM




11.30-12.10

Role of management

Reopening the schools:

Mr.Banku Bihari Sarkar, Programme

Officer, UNICEF

12.10-12.50 Role of parents and

students

Dr. Savita Mishra, Principal,

Vidyasagar College of Education

12.50.-1.00 Concluding remarks

Dr.Balu I
NIDM
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