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NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF DISASTER MANAGEMENT 

(Ministry of Home Affairs; Government of India) 

Format for preparation of abridged Report of the Course by the Course Coordinator for 

uploading in the website of NIDM 

1. Name of the workshop:  WEBINAR ON NEW NORMAL: Earthquake and COVID-19 

2. Venue: WebEx 

3. Date: 18 June 2020 

4. Duration: 2 hours  

5. Concept of the workshop: The countries worldwide are grappling with unprecedented 

and astoundingly grim realities of the deadly pandemic crisis; another catastrophe 

would involve higher stakes looming largely over the community. While the immediate 

priority for the country would be to battle COVID-19 and the country’s disaster 

management would also be working over-capacity, a new calamity would only lead to 

venturing to unmask glaring vulnerabilities in the healthcare, economic and political 

systems. In this context and in the current situation, the recurring tremors and shocks 

that are being felt in the NCT region, this dual disaster scenario poses a great threat 

and challenge. So far, 11 mild earthquakes in Delhi (since May) have raised 

speculation about a big one, but scientists say these are not unusual. These recent 

earthquakes have thus triggered discussions on the possibility of increased seismicity 

around Delhi, and fears of an impending big earthquake sometime soon. Although 

none of these apprehensions have any scientific basis. In this perspective, various 

questions arise such as; why predicting an earthquake is difficult, and how an area 

should stay prepared is a very important issue that needs to be addressed. Supposing 

we know that a magnitude 5.9 earthquake is going to occur in Delhi at 1pm tomorrow. 

What can we do after that? Can we get the entire city evacuated? Is that possible? 

How will social distancing be maintained during this time? What all precautions should 

one take for this dual disaster? What would be the response for individual and 

agencies? 

Prediction is not going to make us safe against earthquakes. What is important is that 

we need to make our structures earthquake resistant, we need to follow prescribed 

drills when an event happens, everyone must know what is the best place to run to 

when we are in office, or at home, or in open spaces. It is these kinds of discussions 

that are meaningful. Instead, what we see is speculation, rumours and half-baked 

information in public discussions, a big earthquake is very much possible in Delhi. No 

one is ruling out that possibility. But they would occur when they have to. Earthquakes 

still like to come unannounced. They do not like to knock on our doors with foreshocks. 

Also, with a special focus on COVID-19, as we are in an unprecedented situation. 

COVID-19 is challenging international, national, and institutional capacities and 

coordination mechanisms to respond to disasters such as the earthquake. All this 

highlights the importance to reduce the vulnerabilities within the built environment and 
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enhance its capacity for disaster mitigation and reconstruction to achieve resilience to 

disasters. This clearly indicates that we have to live with the disasters. We also need 

to plan and prepare and need to respond to disasters with more than a rebuilding 

program. We need to analyse the causes and consider rebuilding, differently. In other 

words, we need to stop pretending we 

can always ‘build back’. Sometimes we need to stop, think and rebuild 

differently. In other words, our cities and people need to adapt ‘to the new normal’. 

Objectives of the workshop: 

• How to deal with a situation of twin disaster with its cascading effect? 

• How will the preparedness situation of an earthquake and COVID-19 be handled by 

the people who are adhering to Covid-19 protocol? 

• What should be a quick guide for a common person occupying different structure when 

earthquake would strike? 

• What Immediate policy guidelines would be helpful in mitigating the impact by 

coordinated governance (common boundaries states)? 

• What would be the preparedness and response of individual and response agencies? 

 

6. Participants: The participants are drawn from government sector, private sector, 

students, and researchers 

 

7. Methodology: Panel Discussion 

 

8. Key points by speakers 

• The case study of Nepal earthquake has been discussed. Its response mechanism 

and recovery plan 

• The Indian government had a huge role in recovery of Nepal, post 2015 earthquake 

• The response plan to earthquake in the midst of COVID-19 pandemic has been 

discussed 

• The preparedness of NDMA for earthquake response has been discussed 

• The capacity of SDRF has been highlighted 

• The recovery plan of NDRF has been discussed 

• The webinar panellist discussed about the ‘building-by-laws’ for the infrastructure 

resilience 

• The key points of earthquake do and don’t has been discussed during the webinar  

 

9. Key takeaways 

• The importance of do’s and don’ts for earthquake has been discussed 

• The building resilience has been put forwarded during the webinar 

• The NDRF plan for search and rescue during multiple hazards 

• In the new normal circumstances, it is required to prepare for multi-hazards 
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10. List of Participants 

 Name Email 

1  KIRUTHIKA V kiruthyjanani@gmail.com 

2 Dileep Kumar dileepk24@gmail.com 

3 Waquar Ul Islam waquarulislam@gmail.com 

4 parimal90das parimal90das@gmail.com 

5 monikaabhi29 monikaabhi29@gmail.com 

6 Vivek Sharma vivek.sharma@abes.ac.in 

7 HITESHKUMAR MEVADA hiteshmewada1989@gmail.com 

8 PINKI CHAHAL pinkichahal21@gmail.com 

9 Sarah Hashmi sarah.hashmi.03@gmail.com 

10 RICHA UPADHYAY upadhricha2223@gmail.com 

11 DR. PAWAN KUMAR pawangk@gmail.com 

12 NEHA ROHILLA Rohillaneha30@gmail.com 

13 Bimla Khati bimlajangramdu@gmail.com 

14 anirban.physiobio anirban.physiobio@gmail.com 

15 Shiva Prasad directorgen@iitram.ac.in 

16 Pr. secretary UD jogendermalik2013@gmail.com 

17 MT_NSET-PEER mtandingan@gmail.com 

18 Dr. Urmila Saini drurmilasaini21@gmail.com 

19 OP Singh ops2020@rediffmail.com 

20 DEEPAK KUMAR deepakkumarjha9798@gmail.com 

21 Dr. Purna Chand C purnachand.apsdma@gmail.com 

22 Trisha Manna trishamannabckv@gmail.com 

23 ranjan.adrid2010 ranjan.adrid2010@gmail.com 

24 SARTAJ SINGH singhsartaj485@gmail.com 

25 Anshu Sharma anshu@seedsindia.org 

26 opmdmc opmdmc@gmail.com 

27 Dr.Jitendra Kumar jeetuphd@gmail.com 

28 Pawan Kumar Gautam 89pawangautam@gmail.com 

29 Dr. N. Jawahar Raj njrtrichy@gmail.com 

30 Nilesh Parmar ngparmar9499@gmail.com 

31 okumawat089 okumawat089@gmail.com 

32 ggicbhikiyasen38@gmail.com bstinuniverse@gmail.com 

33 muktagirdhar muktagirdhar1203@gmail.com 

34 Dr. Mukul Kumar mukul.geo@gmail.com 

35 Om Priya ompriya39@gmail.com 

36 swarna.rani123 swarna.rani123@gmail.com 

37 Pravin Kumar pravin120499@gmail.com 

38 Aakash Upadhyay akashdse@gmail.com 

39 Shipra Soni shiprakumar0109@gmail.com 

40 P K Aditya adityacub@gmail.com 



 

P
ag

e4
 

41 Simran Sambyal simransambyal600@gmail.com 

42 Nitya Nand nietya187@gmail.com 

43 surya.nidm@nic.in suryanidm@gmail.com 

44 Manoj Kumar Bindal ed.nidm@nic.in 

45 sureshkumar.a sureshkumar.a@licindia.com 

46 pgyawali gyawaliprakash01@gmail.com 

47 APSDMA-ARD harikiran1508@gmail.com 

48 Pandurang Achole pbachole@gmail.com 

49 Nakul nakultarun.dgcd@gmail.com 

50 Maneek Kumar maneek.kumar@bmu.edu.in 

51 Anu anuradhamauryadu@gmail.com 

52 Deepak Yadav deepak.yadav@bmu.edu.in 

53 umabhakuni umabhakuni7@gmail.com 

54 nikipardeshi nikipardeshi@gmail.com 

55 mohansingh483 mohansingh483@gmail.com 

56 manu manu@seedsindia.org 

57 rajulive24 rajulive24@gmail.com 

58 bapandas1142 bapandas1142@gmail.com 

59 Aamir Ali aamiralimir@gmail.com 

60 dr.sanjayagarwal15 dr.sanjayagarwal15@gmail.com 

61 Ashish Kumar chunashish@gmail.com 

62 bputhiran bputhiran@gmail.com 

63 aaliyafazal1 aaliyafazal1@gmail.com 

64 Dhaval dhavaljethva92@gmail.com 

65 Rahul Roy 41362cml-tri@internetsaathiindia.org 

66  Mohd Shariq Farooqui muhammadshariqfarooqui@gmail.com 

67 Savinder Sharma savinderkaushik111@gmail.com 

68 shalinishalini3517 shalinishalini3517@gmail.com 

69 Yusuf Farooqi farooqiyusuf97@gmail.com 

70 mukulkhatri47 mukulkhatri47@gmail.com 

71 Prof. Ravi Sinha rsinha@civil.iitb.ac.in 

72 rajdhaniscoutgroup rajdhaniscoutgroup@gmail.com 

73 KIRUTHIKA V kiruthyjanani@gmail.com 

74 Balaselvakumar S sbaalakumar@gmail.com 

75 Navneet Nigam navneet4g@gmail.com 

76 arumugam_skr@yahoo.com arumugam.subham@gmail.com 

77 Kapil Gupta profkgupta@gmail.com 

78 Disaster Anand dismgmtand@gmail.com 

79 taluka panchayat tdo-visnagar@gujarat.gov.in 

80 Bhandari rajmee@yahoo.com 

81 Niutoli L Yeptho niutolilyeptho89@gmail.com 

82 Dr. Dharmendra Kumar Satnami dksatnami22@gmail.com 
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83 a dimgmt-pan@gujarat.gov.in 

84 Rajan Kumar rajan.sharmanov1991@gmail.com 

85 Dr Varinder  vc@chitkarauniversity.edu.in 

86 Dell sacheedesai@gmail.com 

87 Akshay Mehta akshayrock431@gmail.com 

88 admin dismgmtkut@gmail.com 

89 rimmiverma13 rimmiverma13@gmail.com 

90 admin 919184258@meetingsapac21.webex.com 

91 sarathynct@gmail.com sarathynct@gmail.com 

92 manjuku09 manjuku09@gmail.com 

93 Seema Sahdev seemasahdev@yahoo.com 

94 Dr. Shibendra Kumar shibendra.rai@gmail.com 

95 Sovik Mukherjee mailtomesovik@gmail.com 

96 Kapil Kaushik kapilfresh@gmail.com 

97 Rajnish  dr.rajnishranjan@gmail.com 

98 DM_Jehanabad dm-jehanabad.bih@nic.in 

99 ADMIN minakshi.katoch@krmangalam.edu.in 

100 vjgohil7 vjgohil7@gmail.com 

101 madhubala madhubala@bsdma.org 

102 Manjeet Singh manjeet.singh@wud.ac.in 

103 acer tdo-vijapur@gujarat.gov.in 

104 Divya Rani polite.divya@gmail.com 

105 Nikunj Makwana dr.nikunj@yahoo.co.in 

106 Ravindra R M ravindraoudeptsw@gmail.com 

107 shantilalkharadi6 shantilalkharadi6@gmail.com 

108 Mamta Pandey mamtapandeyntl084@gmail.com 

109 swetangana.bhuyan swetangana.bhuyan@gmail.com 

110 Jekulin jekulinlipi@gmail.com 

111 Vikas Chandra Baluni balunivikas9145@gmail.com 

112 abadhutdey abadhutdey@gmail.com 

113 Disaster Management dismgmt-jam@gujarat.gov.in 

114 WB491993 anup.karanth@gmail.com 

115 prabhat.mba108 prabhat.mba108@gmail.com 

116 Disaster management Gandhinagar dismgmt-gnr@gujarat.gov.in 

117 Gupteshwar Prasad Singh gpsingh111965@gmail.com 

118 KingGauravSinha kinggaurav@aol.com 

119 aminfatima011@gmail.com fatimaamin1990@gmail.com 

120 Anil kumar anil.uasd@gmail.com 

121 dilip jha dilipjha2607@gmail.com 

122 Dr.Siddharth Tayal siddharthtayal1996@gmail.com 

123 Ravi Prakash Verma raviverma45and@gmail.com 

124 M Baharuddin Shah starbahar@gmail.com 
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125 Ashwini ashwinihuggi01@gmail.com 

126 Nitya Nand nietya187@gmail.com 

127 ashokbhakuni999 ashokbhakuni999@gmail.com 

128 Dr. Naresh Bhargava nareshbhargav73@gmail.com 

129 ADITI ROY aditiroybharat@gmail.com 

130 ANIL KUMAR akgoyal091@gmail.com 

131 santosh kumar profsantosh@gmail.com 

132 barothitesh13188 barothitesh13188@gmail.com 

133 Dr Ashok Kumar kaushik drakaushik26@gmail.com 

134 rajeevtayal1967 rajeevtayal1967@gmail.com 

135 sanjaykumarchauhan91 sanjaykumarchauhan91@gmail.com 

136 M M Ali mmali110@gmail.com 

137 DEOC Jamnagar dismgmt-jam@gujarat.gov.in 

138 yoganath S yoganathsrinivasan@gmail.com 

139 dr. anju anju.bala@sgndkc.su.ac.in 

140 pc9817291252 pc9817291252@gmail.com 

141 ANIL KUMAR akgoyal091@gmail.com 

142 SHAILENDRA secydisastermgmtsupaul@gmail.com 

143 Lt Col DC Vashista,JD NIDM majdine@gmail.com 

144 Dr B.K. Goswami drbkgoswami1969@gmail.com 

145 Dr. Sharwan Kumar Singh sharwankumarsingh@gmail.com 

146 drlaxmigupta111 drlaxmigupta111@gmail.com 

147 Dr Deepti Gaur Gwalior Govt. Teacher gaurdeepti2012@gmail.com 

148 sonam gupta guptasonam3333@gmail.com 

149 KENEISAZO NAGI keneisazo@gmail.com 

150 Yuvaraj Sengodan uvmasc@gmail.com 

151 91981 global.chetan@gmail.com 

152 vijaylaxmi vlaxmisverma@gmail.com 

153 Garima in.garimakhera@gmail.com 

154 dschauhan.chauhan25 dschauhan.chauhan25@gmail.com 

155 Sanjay Srivastava srivastavas@un.org 

156 Karan Mengi me.karanmengi@gmail.com 

157 raoljayvir09 raoljayvir09@gmail.com 

158 Ritu Bajaj registrar@bpswomenuniversity.ac.in 

159 SHIVANI SHARMA shivanikrishnatre@gmail.com 

160 satpal2all satpal2all@gmail.com 

161 Shweta Khemani katoch alorcchhattisgarh@gmail.com 

162 monikaabhi29 monikaabhi29@gmail.com 

163 Dr. Droupti Yadav droupti.yadav@gmail.com 

164 Dr. Brajkishor brajkishor_maphd@rediffmail.com 

165 Basanta Raj Adhikari, bradhikari@ioe.edu.np 

166 Dr. Gaurav Kumar gk47067@gmail.com 
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167 Arshad ali aliarshad20131330@gmail.com 

168 PUSHYAMITRA TIWARI tiwari.pushya@yahoo.co.in 

169 Tejwant Singh Brar brartejwant@rediffmail.com 

170 indra indra.sharan@gmail.com 

171 vspra vsprakash6666@gmail.com 

172 Bilquis shah bilquisshah121@gmail.com 

173 prarthanamath164 prarthanamath164@gmail.com 

174 torichaverma torichaverma@gmail.com 

175 saurabh Kumar Thakur kumarikhushboo11032020@gmail.com 

176 GAJENDRA SINGH majgsp@gmail.com 

177 sunitapunia1000 sunitapunia1000@gmail.com 

178 Rameez sudhan rameezsuden@gmail.com 

179 SATISH KUMAR satishkumar20572@gmail.com 

180 Krishna Vatsa krishna.vatsa@undp.org 

181 DR INDIRA PANDEY bstinuniverse@gmail.com 

182 Balu I balusociologist@gmail.com 

183 Suraj kumar 20692suraj@gmail.com 

184 Archana satnami1991@gmail.com 

185 Prashant Goklani prashantgokhlani@gmail.com 

186 Arup Dhar atdrva2019@gmail.com 

187 Rajnish  dr.rajnishranjan@gmail.com 

188 dileepbarwar dileepbarwar@gmail.com 

189 Jitesh Kumar Ghoretha jiteshghoretha@gmail.com 

190 Amod Mani Dixit amod.dixit@gmail.com 

191 Satyam Singh atti4525123@gmail.com 

192 KARPOO pogar700@gmail.com 

193 SANJAY KUMAR DWIVEDI sanjaydwivedi714@gmail.com 

194 hareeshwar deekshit hareeshwarhod@gmail.com 

195 Dr Yashu Rai Tayal yashuraitayal1968@gmail.com 

196 Arun Verma arun.nidm@gmail.com 

197 Anil Kumar Sinha anilsinha.k@gmail.com 

198 collector office anand collector-and@gujarat.gov.in 

199 vivek mishra vivekgolumishra41296@gmail.com 

200 NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF 
DISASTER MANAGEMENT 

nidm.outreach01@gmail.com 

201 Ira Bhatnagar ira.bhatnagar@yahoo.com 

202 Dr Pardeep Kumar malik.pardeep90@gmail.com 

203 hp srkrsai1996@gmail.com 

204 166 202 4390 nnalwa5@gmail.com 

205 Dr.Anand Mohan anandmohanjrf@gmail.com 

206 Ritambhara ritambharaku@gmail.com 

207 DEVASHISH DE devashishde@gmail.com 

208 Disaster Dahod disasterdahod@gmail.com 



 

P
ag

e8
 

209 kkjain1 kkjain1@gmail.com 

210 NIC-Banaskantha gujban@nic.in 

211 Advisor (DM) Relief Commissioner 
Office-UP 

rahat@gov.in 

212 Dr Rajnish Ranjan dr.rajnishranjan@gmail.com 

213 Dr. David Daneesh Massey davidmassey22@gmail.com 

214 Prof. Vineeta Shukla prof.vineetashukla@gmail.com 

215 Mahendra M mahend.iitb@gmail.com 

216 Ebormi lyngchiangbormi@gmail.com 

217 dell bkkhanna2@gmail.com 

218 Saurabh DALAL sdalal@who.int 

219 manjushukla2003 manjushukla2003@gmail.com 

220 Administrator rahat@nic.in 

221 User vc@awu.ac.in 

222 keshav koirala keshav.koirala@sikkim.gov.in 

223 arshad nawab arshadnawab15@gmail.com 

224 Abhishek Saurabh abhisjnu@gmail.com 

225 indrajit.khandai indrajit.khandai@gmail.com 

226 1ashu1968 1ashu1968@gmail.com 

227 ramprakashpal1996 ramprakashpal1996@gmail.com 

228 tejsinghrajpal tejsinghrajpal@gmail.com 

229 TDO office Vijapur patelsr12@gmail.com 

230 Geeta reasearch sochaler Bmu asthal 
bohar Rohtak 

jasdahiya84@gmail.com 

231 Mir Sumira msumiragest@gmail.com 

232 Dr. Jayashree mallikjayashree@gmail.com 

233 pwd sepwddelhim32@gmail.com 

234 Parmod Sharma parmod.upsafety@gmail.com 

235 ansari ansari.jamal@gmail.com 

236 Balaji A , IDRN bputhiran@gmail.com 

237 Dr. Dayanidhi Sa sa.dayanidhi2011@gmail.com 

238 Deepak Singh dsingh2@worldbank.org 

239 drankitatandon7 drankitatandon7@gmail.com 

240 kratustrivedi kratustrivedi@gmail.com 

241 Santosh sundriyal007@gmail.com 

242 Dr. Shashank Tayal tayalshashank01@gmail.com 

243 Puja Ghosh pujag391@gmail.com 

244 Kheralu51 kheralu.tle@gmail.com 

245 snigdha sinha snigdha.sinha25@gmail.com 
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247 Er. Mukesh Kumar Saubhagya mukesh_saubhagya124@rediffmail.com 

248 rajeevgupta4119 rajeevgupta4119@gmail.com 

249 sanjit.rgniyd@gmail.com sanjit.rgniyd@gmail.com 
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251 Dr. Uday Kumar uday2117@gmail.com 
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254 Pankaj Bhardwaj pkbhardwaj007@gmail.com 

255 dell aapdasaran@gmail.com 
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259 Chiranjeev kr. Mishra... chiranjeevmishra041@gmail.com 
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263 Dr Anil Kumar dranildeswal@gmail.com 
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279 Dr Rekha Rani Kapoor drrekharanikapoor@gmail.com 
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293 Dr. M. N. Patel mnpatel0106@gmail.com 

 

11. Schedule 

 

PROGRAM SCHEDULE 

 

Introductory Remarks 

Major General Manoj Kumar Bindal, VSM, ED, NIDM 

 

Speakers ( Panel Discussion) 

 

• Dr Krishna Vatsa, Member, NDMA 

• Dr. V. Thirupuggah, Additional Secretary, NDMA 

• Dr. Amod Mani Dixit , GS, NSET, Kathmandu, Nepal 

• Shri O P Singh, Former DG, NDRF 

 

Moderator 

Prof Santosh Kumar, National Institute of Disaster Management 

 

 

 

12. Brochure 

Webinar- Brochure 

New Normal: Earthquake & COVID-19 

The 53 seconds....and the Response 

Date: 18th June 2020 Time: 2:00 pm - 4:00pm (IST) 

 

About the Institute 

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF DISASTER MANAGEMENT (NIDM)was constituted under an act 

of Parliament with a vision to play the role of a premier institute for capacity development in 

India and the region. The efforts in this direction that began with the formation of the National 

Centre for Disaster Management (NCDM) in 1995 gained impetus with its re-designation as 

the National Institute of Disaster Management (NIDM) for training and capacity development. 

Under the Disaster Management Act 2005, NIDM has been assigned nodal responsibilities for 

human resource development, capacity building, training, research, documentation and policy 

advocacy in the field of disaster management. 

Both as a National Centre and then as the National Institute, NIDM has performed a crucial 

role in bringing disaster risk reduction to the forefront of the national agenda. The Institute 

believes that disaster risk reduction is possible only through promotion of a "Culture of 

Prevention" involving all stakeholders. The Institute works through strategic partnerships with 

various ministries and departments of the central, state and local governments, academic, 
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research and technical organizations in India and abroad and other bi-lateral and multi-lateral 

international agencies. 

NIDM is proud to have a multi-disciplinary core team of professionals working in various 

aspects of disaster management. In its endeavour to facilitate training and capacity 

development, the Institute has state-of-the-art facilities like classrooms, seminar hall and 

video-conferencing facilities etc. The Institute has a well-stocked library exclusively on the 

theme of disaster management and mitigation. The Institute provides training in face-to-face, 

on-line and self-learning mode as well as satellite-based training. In-house and off-campus 

face-to-face training to the officials of the state governments is provided free of charge 

including modest boarding and lodging facilities. 

NIDM provides Capacity Building support to various National and State level agencies in the 

field of Disaster Management & Disaster Risk Reduction. The Institute's vision is to create a 

Disaster Resilient India by building the capacity at all levels for disaster prevention and 

preparedness. 

 

Context 

In today’s world, the concept of new normal basically emphases on the humanity’s biggest 

crises that the world is facing. Almost every country mapped on the globe has been affected 

by the novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19). With its epicenter in Wuhan, China it has 

spread to Europe, Asia, United States, and many other countries. Other than the human lives 

lost, economic loss and disaster response cost is mind blowing. With no physical damage to 

the infrastructure, the economic loss may be running into trillions and trillions of dollars. The 

entire population of the countries have been asked to maintain certain measures such as 

staying at home, maintaining social distancing, wearing of mask, washing hands, no to social 

gathering, no to handshakes, no physical contact, maintaining personal hygiene etc. These 

practices are now getting converted into a new way of life and gradually it will become a habit 

and get institutionalized as the New Normal”. On the other hand, the world is a multi-hazard 

prone place and disasters are inevitable and thus bound to happen. Disasters are not time 

bound and neither restricted to a particular region. Thus, making different countries vulnerable 

to many disasters and making disasters as the new normal. Earthquakes are the biggest 

natural nasties in terms of direct impacts on humankind and outbursts of seismic energy, that 

now pose a threat to around one third of the planet’s population. The threat is on the increase 

due to unrelenting population encroachment upon seismically-unstable lands. Earthquakes 

are usually active in the belt of the Ring of Fire which is considered to be the largest and the 

most active fault line in the world, stretching from New Zealand, all around the east coast of 

Asia, over to Canada and the USA and all the way down to the southern tip of South America 

and causes more than 90 percent of the world's earthquakes. 

For years, seismological establishment researchers have been at work trying to develop more 

reliable methods of calculating when an earthquake will happen. Although some of their 

forecasts have achieved degrees of accuracy, there has been no winning breakthrough 

technique that some observers feel the discipline should have delivered by now. Localised 

warning systems, though available in some vulnerable regions, have not acquired the installed 

base or build-out scale that would enable them to markedly increase likelihood of lives saved 

in a quake striking a densely populated district. The countries worldwide are grappling with 
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unprecedented and astoundingly grim realities of the deadly pandemic crisis, another 

catastrophe would involve higher stakes looming largely over the community. While the 

immediate priority for the country would be to battle COVID-19 and the country’s disaster 

management would also be working over-capacity, a new calamity would only lead to 

venturing to unmask glaring vulnerabilities in the healthcare, economic and political systems. 

In this context and in the current situation, the recurring tremors and shocks that are being felt 

in the NCT region, this dual disaster scenario poses a great threat and challenge. So far, 11 

mild earthquakes in Delhi (since May) have raised speculation about a big one, but scientists 

say these are not unusual. These recent earthquakes have thus triggered discussions on the 

possibility of increased seismicity around Delhi, and fears of an impending big earthquake 

sometime soon. Although none of these apprehensions have any scientific basis. In this 

perspective, various questions arise such as; why predicting an earthquake is difficult, and 

how an area should stay prepared is a very important issue that needs to be addressed. 

Supposing we know that a magnitude 5.9 earthquake is going to occur in Delhi at 1pm 

tomorrow. What can we do after that? Can we get the entire city evacuated? Is that possible? 

How will social distancing be maintained during this time? What all precautions should one 

take for this dual disaster? What would be the response for individual and agencies? 

Prediction is not going to make us safe against earthquakes. What is important is that we need 

to make our structures earthquake resistant, we need to follow prescribed drills when an event 

happens, everyone must know what is the best place to run to when we are in office, or at 

home, or in open spaces. It is these kinds of discussions that are meaningful. Instead, what 

we see is speculation, rumours and half-baked information in public discussions, a big 

earthquake is very much possible in Delhi. No one is ruling out that possibility. But they would 

occur when they have to. Earthquakes still like to come unannounced. They do not like to 

knock on our doors with foreshocks. Also, with a special focus on COVID-19, as we are in an 

unprecedented situation. COVID-19 is challenging international, national, and institutional 

capacities and coordination mechanisms to respond to disasters such as the earthquake. All 

this highlights the importance to reduce the vulnerabilities within the built environment and 

enhance its capacity for disaster mitigation and reconstruction to achieve resilience to 

disasters. This clearly indicates that we have to live with the disasters. We also need to plan 

and prepare and need to respond to disasters with more than a rebuilding program. We need 

to analyse the causes and consider rebuilding, differently. In other words, we need to stop 

pretending we can always ‘build back’. Sometimes we need to stop, think and rebuild 

differently. In other words, our cities and people need to adapt ‘to the new normal’. 

Thus, the webinar focuses extensively on the preparedness activities for earthquake in the 

light of COVID-19 and of the dual disaster that poses a great challenge. 

The Key Issues 

The issues to be discussed in the webinar are: 

• How to deal with a situation of twin disaster with its cascading effect? 

• How will the preparedness situation of an earthquake and COVID-19 be handled by 

the people who are adhering to Covid-19 protocol? 

• What should be a quick guide for a common person occupying different structure when 

earthquake would strike? 

• What Immediate policy guidelines would be helpful in mitigating the impact by 

coordinated governance (common boundaries states)? 
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• What would be the preparedness and response of individual and response agencies? 

Webinar Registration 

Registration for the webinar is through google forms. All participants are requested to fill the 

forms free of cost at the link below; Url Link for Registration: 

https://forms.gle/BZku8mKnH9mZbbpz9 

The webinar shall be conducted on WebEx platform. The link shall be shared to the Delegates/ 

Participants on the morning of 18th June 2020. It is requested to all to kindly download the 

app and be ready to join the link 10 minutes before the commencement of the webinar. 

Date and Time 

Date: 18th June 2020 Time: 2:00 pm to 4.00 (IST) pm Duration:120 mins. 

 

NIDM 

Major General Manoj Kumar Bindal, VSM 

Executive Director, NIDM 

 

Major General M. K. Bindal is presently the Executive Director, National Institute of Disaster 

Management. He was commissioned into the Corps of Army Air Defence in December 1985. 

An alumnus of the National Defence Academy, Major General M. K. Bindal is a graduate of 

the Defence Services Staff College and has attended the prestigious Higher Command 

Course at the Army War College besides excelling in all other career courses in the army. He 

holds a masters degree in Defence and Strategic Studies as well as Masters of Philosophy in 

Defence and Management Studies. During his more than three decades of service he has 

held important command and staff assignments. Having held all echelons of command within 

an Air Defence Regiment in diverse theatres, he commanded an Air Defence Regiment and 

an Air Defense Brigade in the Kashmir region against the backdrop of counter insurgency 

operations. He was General Officer Commanding of a sensitive Sub Area in the North East. 

He has been on the staff of a Mountain Brigade deployed in counter insurgency ops and in 

High Altitude area, an Armoured Division deployed in the plains, a Desert Corps and in a 

Corps HQ in High Altitude Areas. He has also been posted as Deputy Director General in 

Directorate of Army Air Defence where he was dealing with operations, Training, Air Defence 

Control & Reporting and Air Intelligence issues. Major General M. K. Bindal served as the 

Provost Marshall in the United Nations Mission in Mozambique where he was deeply involved 

in the liquidation of the mission. He has been the Director, Centre for United Nations 

Peacekeeping (CUNPK) New Delhi. For three years he was also the Secretary of the 

International Association of Peacekeeping Training Centres. 

 

Prof Santosh Kumar 

Head, GIDRR, NIDM 

 

Prof Santosh Kumar Currently the Head of the Governance, Policy Planning & Inclusive DRR 

division at NIDM. A Disaster Risk Reduction, Policy Planning and Capacity Development 

expert with 25 years of experience in different positions in the Development Planning and DRR 
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Sector. A PhD. in Economics, he studied Gender & Development in IDS, Sussex, UK and 

received professional training in Disaster Risk Management from Israel , backed with 

International work exposure at The World Bank and Intergovernmental body of SAARC . He 

has also worked at state levels in different capacities in UP Academy of Administration, 

Nainital. 

 

Speakers Profile 

Dr Krishna Vatsa, Member, National Disaster Management Authority 

Krishna S. Vatsa has worked in the area of disaster risk reduction and recovery for the last 25 

years. Prior to joining as Member, NDMA, Krishna Vatsa worked as Policy Advisor, Disaster 

Recovery, Bureau for Policy and Programme Support (BPPS), UNDP in New York and Nairobi 

during the years between 2015-2020. He served as the Regional Disaster Reduction Advisor, 

South & South- West Asia in New Delhi from 2008 to 2014. He joined UNDP in 2007 as an 

Recovery Coordinator in the Philippines. As a career, civil servant, Krishna Vatsa joined the 

Maharashtra Emergency Earthquake Rehabilitation Programme in the state of Maharashtra, 

India in1995, and implemented a large-scale earthquake recovery programme during the next 

four years. He has also served as Secretary to the Government of Maharashtra, Relief and 

Rehabilitation from 2003 to 2006, and then as Secretary, Rural Development & Panchayati 

Raj from 2006 to 2007. In course of his career, he has extensively consulted for several 

national and international organizations in the area of disaster risk reduction and recovery. 

Krishna Vatsa has a doctor of Science in Disaster Risk Management from the George 

Washington University, Washington, DC and published extensively on the subject. 

Dr. V Thiruppugazh, Additional Secretary, NDMA 

The 1991 batch IAS of Gujarat cadre, Ph.D on Disaster Management, Australia. Mr. 

Thiruppugazh is the additional Secretary in NDMA. Earlier he was appointed as Adviser in the 

NDMA in September 2015. Subsequently, he was deputed to Nepal on foreign assignment for 

Nepal Earthquake Recovery program. Mr. Thiruppugazh served as Hon’ble Prime Minister’s 

secretary in 2005-06 when Mr. Modi was the Chief Minister of Gujarat. In Gujarat, he worked 

on various assignments including in state disaster management authority in 2015. He worked 

as a joint CEO in GSDMA for long term recovery and reconstruction. He has vast experience 

in disaster management fields and have worked extensively in Gujarat and at the Centre. 

Dr. Amod Mani Dixit, General Secretary, National Society for Earthquake Technology, Nepal 

Dr. Amod Mani Dixit (Nepal) is a veteran earthquake disaster management professional, 

involved in this field for the 35 years. A geologist by academic background, Dr. Dixit has 

demonstrated to the world, especially to the nations that have tremendously suffered from 

earthquake disasters or hold a high risk of earthquake disaster in near future that an individual 

desire can always make a change. He founded and lead National Society for Earthquake 

Technology- Nepal (NSET),a non-governmental organization, which since its Founding in 

1994,has demonstrated that a well-managed and dedicated organization can help the people 

and the government in DRR even in.a least developed country like Nepal. Dr. Dixit received 

his Doctor in Engineering from the Ehime University of Japan (2014) for his research in 

aspects of earthquake disaster risk management in Nepal. He has a Master degree from the 

Leningrad Mining University, Russia (1973), another Master of Science degree from Asian 
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Institute of Technology, Bangkok. He briefly studied Management of Non-profits of GSB, 

Stanford (2003). Dr Dixit is the recipient pf the prestigious Disaster Management Award by 

Government of India (2009). His work experience includes 20 years with Department of Mines 

and Geology, Nepal, 11 years of parallel consulting service with an engineering consulting 

firm, and 25 years with NSET, whixh he founded, as its General Secretary and Executive 

Director. Dr Dixit is currently the chair of the Asian Disaster reduction and Response Network 

(ADRRN) of 53 CSOs from 20 countries of Asia and the Pacific. He worked extensively in all 

countries of SAARC. 

Shri Om Prakash,Former DG NDRF 

The Officer served as Director General of National Disaster Response Force (NDRF), India’s 

premier federal. specialized force for responding to natural disasters and CBRN emergencies. 

He was also the director general of Uttar Pradesh police, and had previously served as the 

Director General of CISF. He is a senior official with the Indian Police Service since 1983. He 

has vast experience and deep insight into the functioning of law enforcement, security, 

intelligence and crime prevention, managing mega events and criminal investigation. He has 

also served in various organizations in Government of India such as Special Protection Group 

(PM’s security), CRPF dealing with issues connected with internal security of the country as 

well as CISF looking after security of 59 airports of the country. 

NIDM TEAM 

Overall Guidance 

Major General Manoj Kumar Bindal VSM, 

Executive Director, NIDM 

 

For Further Details Please feel free to contact: 

Programme Moderator & Coordinator* 

Prof Santosh Kumar 

Head, GIDRR Division, NIDM 

Email: Profsantosh@gmail.com 

Contact: 9810006197 

 

Coordinator* 

Dr. Anuradha Maurya* 

YP, NIDM 

Email: anuradha.nidm@gmail.com 

Contact: 9811543171 

Ms. JekulinLipiSaikia 

YP, NIDM 

Email: jekulinlipi@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 



 

P
ag

e1
6

 

Training Support* 

Ms. Vidhi Awasthi 

De-O 

Email: vidhi.nidm@gmail.com 

Contact: 9818368952 

 

Technical Team: 

Mr Balaji A 

 

Brochure 

Dr Anuradha Maurya 

 

Poster Design 

Mr. Shobhit Sharma 

 

Video Editing 

Mr. Gaurav Sinha 

 

 

 

13. Panellist 

 

• Dr Krishna Vatsa, Member, NDMA 

• Dr. V. Thirupuggah, Additional Secretary, NDMA 

• Dr. Amod Mani Dixit , GS, NSET, Kathmandu, Nepal 

• Shri O P Singh, Former DG, NDRF 
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14. Poster 

 

 


