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FOREWORD

Emergencies and disasters offer opportunities for thorough systemic reviews and continuous 
assessments, followed by improvements to foster resilience considering the lessons learnt. In 
his Ten Point Agenda on Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR), our Hon'ble Prime Minister enunciated to 
ensure that the opportunity to learn from a disaster is not wasted. After every disaster, 
research studies need to be undertaken to understand the best practices and learn lessons to 
improve upon policy and disaster governance. To ensure that we are better prepared for any 
impending public health emergency or disaster, we need to document the lessons learnt and 
implement those lessons to strengthen our strategies to enhance the nation's resilience against 
any threat.

To effectuate the mandate given under the Disaster Management Act, 2005 for human resource 
development, capacity building, training, research, documentation, and policy advocacy in 
the field of disaster management and to foster the principles of the Hon'ble Prime Minster's Ten 
Point Agenda on DRR, NIDM with its collaborative partners namely National Centre for Disease 
Control (NCDC) and the U.S. Centers for Disease Prevention and Control (CDC), Country Office 
India organized a Weekly Webinar Series (WWS) to debate and collate the learning of the Covid-
19 pandemic for the use of public health emergencies/ disaster risk reduction practitioners.  

I acknowledge the efforts of the course chairs of the WWS Prof. Surya Parkash, Head CBRN, 
Industrial and Cyber DRR&R Division, NIDM; Dr. Himanshu Chauhan, Joint Director NCDC, 
MoHFW and Dr. Rajeev Sharma, Lead & PHS-EM, U.S. CDC, Country Office, India for 
documenting the learning of the series. It will further help disseminate further the knowledge 
and information besides enhancing the capacity of the relevant stakeholders.

(Taj Hassan)
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PREFACE

The COVID pandemic caused severe damage to people's life, physiological and mental health, 

and social well-being. The pandemic also brought to light the necessity of improving capacities 

and capabilities to sustainably foresee, prevent, respond to, and recover from any emergency 

or disaster. Furthermore, the pandemic taught that there is a need to strengthen not only the 

resources but also the mechanisms and regulations that will facilitate the saving of more and 

more lives.

This webinar series was envisaged to enhance human capacities to achieve the goals of our 

National Policy on Disaster Management viz zero casualties, disaster-free and resilient nation. 

This initiative of bringing the Subject Matter Experts (SMEs) into one platform has been a great 

success because of the effectiveness of the contents by different resource persons covering 

different dimensions and perspectives of public health emergencies and disaster management.

The Weekly Webinar Series provided an opportunity to collaborate with different relevant 

organizations and experts in public health emergency and disaster management. The webinar 

series ensured the dissemination and exchange of knowledge, experiences, information, 

innovation and ideas to enhance the capacity of the concerned stakeholders. The online 

learning community enthusiastically made the learning bilateral by sharing their queries and 

feedback.

Sincere heartfelt thanks are due to the competent authorities of NIDM, NCDC and CDC for their 

motivation, encouragement and guidance in organising the Weekly Webinar Series (24 

episodes) as well as documenting its learning. This summary would not have been possible 

without the adequate untiring support of the organising team members. It is expected that the 

learning portrayed in this document will help the relevant stakeholders to enhance their 

capacities for eliminating or reducing the risks of public health emergencies and disasters. 

(Surya Parkash)

Prof. & Head, GMRD, NIDM
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PREFACE

Public health emergencies and disasters adversely affect 

socioeconomic systems and the entire society. The COVID-19 

pandemic underscored the crucial role of 3S (Staff, System and 

Stuff) in sustaining economic and social activity and facilitating 

responses to unforeseen risks and issues. It also highlighted the 

need for maintaining, nurturing, and building a robust public health 

workforce and essential human resources for handling public health 

emergencies and other disasters.

Every disaster involves large public health requirements that may exceed local response 

capacity, leading to excess death and morbidity. The importance of disaster risk reduction 

methods in national and international policy agendas has grown. However, health's role in 

disaster risk reduction plans has frequently been limited to emergency response. It is 

evident that Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) programmes need to build capabilities that serve 

as national standards for public health preparedness planning alongside the disaster cycle 

(preparedness, response, recovery, and mitigation) to help minimize the effects of disasters 

on communities.

Investments in preparedness and mitigation strategies for enhancing crucial public health 

functions and services will pay off in the long run by directly preventing suffering, saving 

lives, and safeguarding the economy. Comprehending the need of the hour, our Hon'ble 

Prime Minister launched PM – Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission (PM-ABHIM). 

This intervention aims to develop capacities of health systems and institutions across the 

continuum of care at all levels, viz. primary, secondary and tertiary and to prepare health 

systems in responding effectively to the current and future pandemics/disasters.

This Weekly Webinar Series was a step to foster national and international frameworks and 

guidelines besides enhancing capabilities in handling public health emergencies and 

disasters. We express gratitude to patrons and the organising team for their efforts in 

cataloguing the learnings of the series in this document. This summary report will spread 

awareness of the knowledge gained to attain last-mile connectivity and improve public 

health emergency and disaster management capabilities.

Dr Rajeev Sharma
PHS and Lead, Emergency Management,

Division of Global Health Protection,

U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Delhi, India
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Course chairs, the expert in subject matter, finalised the list of tentative speakers. 

Once identified, the subject matter experts were provided with the









speakers stick to the allotted time.
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