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Hospitals Safe from Disasters

Hospitals are one of the first responders to disasters. Immediately after a
disaster strikes, persons with injuries in their bodies and limbs are taken to
hospitals for emergency treatment. If the magnitude of disasters are large,
hospitals will be overwhelmed with mass casualties for which these may
not be fully equipped, particularly if the disasters take place in remote
areas. These are some of the challenging situations for any healthcare
institution, but more often the hospitals and dispensaries become victims
of disasters when their services are required the most.

The district hospital of Kutch collapsed completely during the earthquake
of January 2001, killing or grievously injuring all the doctors and para-
medical staff on duty. As many as 3812 health facilities in Gujarat were
destroyed during the earthquake, which crippled the health care facilities.
7 district hospitals, 13 primary health centers and 80 sub-centers were
damaged in Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, Pondicherry and the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands during the Indian Ocean Tsunami of
December 2004. The Kashmir earthquake of October 2005 damaged 38
health facilities, including the Uri Hospital in district Baramulla, which
serves a population of 130,000 in the remote border area.

Therefore, itis extremely important that every new hospital and dispensary
is designed and built and all existing health care facilities are retrofitted and
maintained in a manner that these are able to withstand any natural
disasterand render services to the people round the clock round the year.

A health facility is much more than bricks and mortar. Those non-structural
elements that keep it running such as power, water, medicines,
equipments, and other supplies can be damaged or incapacitated during
emergencies. Therefore, it is extremely important to have comprehensive
hospital disaster management plan for total preparedness to face any
natural or man made disaster. The National Disaster Management
Authority has issued comprehensive guidelines for preparation of such
plans for mass casualty and emergency health management at all levels -
hospital, city, districtand State.

On the occasion of the International Day of Disaster Reduction on October
8, which coincides with the 3™ Anniversary of Kashmir Earthquake, the
UN/ISDR and the WHO has launched aWorld Disaster Reduction
Campaign 2008-2009: Hospitals Safe from Disasters. Let us all join this
campaign to make our hospitals safe from disasters.



3" Meeting of the Governing Body of National Institute of Disaster Management
New Delhi, November 2008

The 3“ Meeting of the Governing Body of National
Institute of Disaster Management, New Delhi was
held on 27 November 2008 in the Conference Room
of the Institute under the Chairmanship of Gen.
(Retd.) N. C. Vij, Hon'ble Vice Chairperson of the
National Disaster Management Authority,
Government of India and Chairman of the
Governing Body of NIDM.

Initiating the discussions, the Chairman mentioned
that NIDM has a huge mandate of training, capacity
building, research and documentation in the field of
disaster management. He applauded that the
Institute is doing a commendable job with limited
resources and the infrastructure. He argued that the
faculty strength of the Institute must be augmented
if it has to achieve its mission to become a Centre of Excellence on disaster management in India and in the
region.

During the meeting, discussions were held on training progarmmes organized during the year 2008-09,
progress of the Central Sector scheme and other projects like National Cyclone Risk Mitigation Programme,
National Programme for Capacity Building of Engineers and Architects in Earthquake Risk Management;
training and institutionalization of Incident Command System in India., India Disaster Knowledge Network
(IDKN), ndia Disaster Resource Network (IDRN)and Second India Disaster Management Congress (IDMC).
The members have also discussed about the Strategic Plan for the Institute as well as the Strategic
Framework for Training Programmes during the year 2009-10. In addition to this, Research and Consultancy
Projects like Disaster Management Plan for Shri Mata Vishno Devi Shrine Board (Katra, J&K), Delhi Jal
Board , Dedicated Freight Corridor Railway Board and Sewa Hydel Project, NHPC have also been
considered.

After detailed discussions on the above-said issues, the meeting concluded with the following decisions /
action points

(i) Since Nodal ministries are not in a position to support the NIDM with subject experts on various domains,
the institute shall engage consultants to meet the requirement of professional staff (ii) The Governing Body
reconsidered the decisions taken in the previous meeting and decided that selected Public Sector
Undertakings may be requested to set-up Chairs on specific disciplines related to disaster management. (iii)
Ministry of Home Affairs shall be requested to transfer the services of ministerial staff, who were dealing with
these schemes in the Ministry, to NIDM for the progress of implementation of various schemes and projects
transferred to the Institute. (iv) NIDM will request Ministry to provide necessary staff and budget for
implementing the National Programme for the Capacity Building of Engineers and Architects in Earthquake
Risk Management, which has been transferred to NIDM. (iv) NIDM shall discuss the modalities for
Institutionalization of ICS and preparation of revised operational manual. Adetailed plan will be drawn up for
ICS training and Institutionalization. (v) NIDM jointly with NDMA shall develop a network similar to IDKN in
the pattern of ADMATRIX, for tracking the movement of relief assistance to victims of natural disasters. (vi)
The Institute may take up consultancies for preparation of Disaster Management Plan . (viii) Second India
Disaster Management Congress to be postponed to November 2009.

The strategic plan of NIDM recommends 3 distinct phases with major activities to be undertaken by the
Institute to emerge as a Regional Centre of Excellence in the Asia and the Pacific. In the first phase (1-2
years), NIDM shall consolidate the foundation by curriculum planning, training needs assessment,
development of courseware and learning programmes including web, satellite and video-conferencing based







