Nidm

Towards a disaster free India

TIDINGS

www.nidm.gov.in

NIDM Newsletter Vol. IV, No.2, April-June 2009

Editorial Board
Executive Director
P.G. Dhar Chakrabarti, IAS

Editors
Dr. Surya Parkash
Sreeja S. Nair

Highlights

The Second Session of the Global
Platform for Disaster Risk
Reduction

Contents

Message -1
Cyclone Aila -2
ICIMOD Project team visits -3
NDMA Guideline on landslides
ToT on Psychosocial Care -4
Meetings -4
Papers -6
NIDM in International Forum
Major Activities at NIDM -7
Upcoming Events -7

National Insti

Second Session of Global Platform

The second session of the Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction took place in
Geneva on 16-19 June 2009 in a context of growing alarm about global climate
change and increasing disaster risks. In the opening high-level panel of the Global
Platform, political leaders, including heads of State and Governments, highlighted
in stark, unequivocal terms that reducing disaster risk is critical to managing the
impacts of climate change and avoiding erosion of social and economic welfare.
Since the first session of the Global Platform in 2007, there has been a dramatic
increase in political will in all regions to address disaster risk, across both developed
and developing nations and both Governments and civil society organisations. This
increase has been driven from the bottom up as communities recognise the dangers
they face and the need for action. The energy and leadership in disaster risk
reduction are increasingly coming from the South. The Global Platform recognised
that significant progress has been achieved since the Hyogo Framework for Action
was endorsed by UN Member States in 2005, as reported in the Global Assessment
Report on Disaster Risk Reduction, particularly in terms of life-saving measures
such as improved disaster preparedness and response, but much more needed to be
done.

Governments, NGOs and other partners were united in the belief that greater
urgency is now required to address the factors that are driving the increase in
disasterrisk, such as rural poverty and vulnerability, unplanned and poorly managed
urban growth and declining ecosystems. Urgent action is necessary not only to
reduce disaster risk, but also to maintain momentum in Millennium Development
Goal achievement, including poverty reduction, adaptation to climate change and
better health outcomes. The Global Platform highlighted that the implementation of
the HFA must now accelerate rapidly from isolated actions and pilot projects to
comprehensive programmes of action, and that the setting of targets in specific areas
can help to achieve the necessary momentum. It was proposed that by 2011 national
assessments of the safety of existing education and health facilities should be
undertaken, and that by 2015 concrete action plans for safer schools and hospitals
should be developed and implemented in all disaster prone countries. Similarly,
disaster risk reduction should be included in all school curricula by the same year. It
was also proposed that by 2015, all major cities in disaster-prone areas should
include and enforce disaster risk reduction measures in their building and land use
codes. The UN Secretary-General, Ban Ki-moon, called for a target to halve the
losses of lives from disasters by 2015, when the term of the Hyogo Framework for
Action (HFA) ends. The focus on implementation of the HFA at the highest level is
expected to give a big push in the mobilization of resources nationally and globally
for investment on disaster reduction in critical areas.
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At least 50,000 hectares of agricultural land was lost during the storm, costing an estimated INR 125 crore (US$26.3
million). The Army and the National Disaster Response Force were deployed in the affected areas for search, rescue and
relief operations. Two MI-17 helicopters were also sent to air-drop food supplies to the worst affected areas in West
Bengal. Several naval relief teams were also deployed to the Sunderbans region. Roughly about 100 relief camps were
established in West Bengal. The State Government of West Bengal allocated an amount of INR 112 crores for immediate
relief and restoration. The Government of India announced a package of INR 1000 crores for long term reconstruction of
the affected areas. This would include reconstruction of damaged embankments, roads, bridges and houses.

Damage details in West Bengal as of 9 July 2009 : (GoWB Report)

S.N. | District No. of No. of No. of Population | No. of No. of | Cropped Estimated No. of Houses
Blocks ward/ villages affected human cattle/ area damage of Damaged
affected | municipality | affected lives lost | livestock | affectd (in | crops (in Rs.
affected lost ha) Lakh) F B
1 Cooch Behar 15 6 1,453 295,356 1 1 26,048 5,353 13,046
2 Jalpaiguri 133 16,500 31,322 710 1,223
3 Darijeling 8 4 425 95,000 27 4,260 429 4,554 12,021
4 Uttar Dinajpur 1,430 321,210 43,370 14,339 20,144
5 Dakshin 8 2 305 21,702 23,549 1,518 2,966
Dinajpur
6 Malda 3,501 270,000 2 35,576 15,000 35,000
7 Murshidabad 4 130 18,675 3 16,726 3,020 4,512
8 Nadia 17 1 308,250 4 5,900 10,477
9 North 24 20 10 1,967 1,335,574 33 4,167 85,830 31,217 103,699 73,152
Parganas
10 South 24 14 7 2,282 1,226,874 37 45,682 | 125,260 2,457 124,858 | 122,521
Paraganas
11 Kolkata 5
12 Howrah 14 80,820 9 52 16,220 11,929 27,205
13 Hooghly 18 810 600,028 5 3 46,338 19,648 45,385
14 Bardhaman 10 5 200,000 4 28 20,200 7,447 24,670
15 Birbhum 10 1,452 200,000 4 850 15,157
16 Bankura 14 2 5,187 97,500 1 150 10,752 13,632
17 Paschim 29 7 6,310 628,545 44 13,700 37,537 79,348
Medinipur
18 Purba Medinipur 25 5 2,964 1,058,534 3 18 15,795 3,301 29,781 64,889
TOTAL 206 49 28,349 6,774,568 138 fgg‘; 447,124 51,254 396,895 | 565,348
PB-51,924

ICIMOD Project Team - Field Visit to Assam and Bihar
April-May 2009

ICIMOD Project team including Dr. R.K. Mall, of NIDM, visited flood prone areas of Assam and Bihar during April
2009 as a part of the study on Local Responses to too much and too little water in the Greater Himalayan Region.
Objective of the visit was to conduct a reconnaissance survey of the area and interact with local people to know about the
issues that are being faced in their day to day life with respect to water related hazards in these areas. The team had
discussion with Ms Tighe (IIED) and Dr Partha J Das(Co-
ordinator Field Team) for finalizing Policy and Policy
analyzing part of the project. The team while interacting with
the villagers of Demaji and Lakhimpur districts of Assam,
learnt that the 2007 flood has affected about 40,000 villagers in
the area though there was no causality. Govt. response was fast
and within 24 hours relief activities were initiated; Boat,
drinking water, medicine and relief was arranged Relief camp
was operated for 30 days; villagers were provided relief and
new embankment is also being constructed under the
Embankment and Drainage Department of the State. The
Project team also held discussions with NGO representative
working in the area. The key issues in the area are developing
and maintaining the embankment properly; accumulation of




team made a presentation about their field visit in Assam. Certain initial findings were discussed as also the meetings
with the partner organization, community members as well as the district level administration. This led to a wider
discussion by the group about policy issues to be kept in mind so as to go deeper into the research to make it more
meaningful as well as address the disconnect that seems to have emerged from the findings in the field . It came to light in
the course of the discussion that the priority issues that have emerged for both the Assam studies and Bihar, were flood
management (e.g., embankment construction, forecasting, early warning, adaptation of housing and infrastructure), and
post-disaster recovery (e.g., resettlement, land reclamation, livelihood alternatives, agricultural extension, employment
opportunities, community services, access to credit). The work plan its time frame the structure of the draft report was
finalized during the meeting.

The Second Session of the Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction
Geneva, 16-19 JUNE 2009

The Global Platform is the main global forum for continued and concerted emphasis on disaster reduction. It provides a
forum for Member States and other stakeholders to assess progress made in implementation of the Hyogo Framework for
Actions, enhance awareness of disaster risk reduction,
share experiences and learn from good practice, identify
remaining gaps and identify actions to accelerate national
and local implementation. The UN Under-Secretary-
General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief
Coordinator chairs the Global Platform, which is normally
convened every two years in Geneva and at any other time
as proposed by the Chair. Between sessions of the Global
Platform, Regional Platforms are convened both to address
issues of particular concern to the regions and to prepare for
sessions of the Global Platform. In addition, the Chair may
seek the advice and assistance of various ISDR System §
partners to provide input into the preparations for the
subsequent session of the Global Platform including the
ISDR Support Group and the ISDR Inter-Agency Group. The Second Session of the Global Platform for Disaster Risk
Reduction (DRR) was held from 16-19 June 2009 at the Centre International de Conférences de Geneve in Geneva,
Switzerland. Approximately 1,785 participants attended the session, including representatives from over 140
governments, 54 intergovernmental organizations, including UN specialized agencies, and 43 non-governmental
organizations (NGOs). The meeting represented the primary multi-stakeholder forum for all parties involved in DRR and
aimed to raise awareness on reducing disaster risk, share experiences and guide the United Nations International Strategy
for Disaster Reduction (UNISDR) system.

This Platform included high-level plenary sessions, roundtable discussions and an informal plenary to prepare for the
Hyogo Framework for Action mid-term review. The Chair's Summary that emerged from the meeting will help set the
agenda for the global DRR community to prepare for it's mid-term review and the UN climate change negotiations in
Copenhagen in December 2009. The meeting provided an opportunity for a broad range of partners to assess progress
made on disaster risk reduction (DRR) since the First Session of the Global Platform in 2007, and to increase
commitment and measurable actions to implement the Hyogo Framework for Action (HFA). Throughout the week,
participants met in an opening plenary, followed by five high-level panels on: increasing investment in DRR; reducing
disaster risk in a changing climate; enabling community resilience through preventive action; safer schools and hospital;
and disaster reduction and the recovery opportunity. They also took part in five roundtable discussions on: early warning;
local authorities and urban risk reduction; the role of ecosystems in DRR; education; and creating synergies at the
grassroots level. On Friday in the closing plenary, participants heard closing statements and discussed the Chair's
Summary.






Major Activities of NIDM (April- June 2009)
Training Programmes

e Debris Management, NIDM, 21-22 May 2009

e Flood Risk Mitigation and Management, NIDM, 25-29 May

e Climate Change and Disasters, NIDM, 1-5 June

e Formulation of District Disaster Management Plan, GB Pant Institute, Sikkim, 1-5 June
e Damage, Loss and Needs Assessment, NIDM, 1-5 June

e Advanced Training of Trainers Course on Disaster Psycho-social Care, National Institute for Mental Health and
Neurological Sciences, Bangalore,1-12 June

e Drought Mitigation and Management, , NIDM, 8-12 June

e Earthquake Risk Mitigation and Management, ATI Tamil Nadu, 8-12 June

e ReliefManagement, NIDM, 10-12 June

e Flood Risk Mitigation and Management, UPAAM, Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh, 15-19 June

e Disaster Health Care Management, NIDM, 15-19 June

e Management of Industrial and Chemical Disasters, YASHADA, Pune, 15-19 June

e Earthquake Risk Mitigation and Management, NIDM, 15-19 June

e Basic Course on Disaster Management for NDRF Commanders, NIDM, 22 -26 June

e Disaster Safe Hill Area Development, UAoA, Nainital, 29 June 3 July

e Mainstreaming Disaster Management in Rural Development Programmes, NIDM, 29 June-3 July

Online Training Programme with WBI

e Comprehensive Natural Disaster Risk Management Framework, 6 April - 17 May 2009

e Community Based Disaster Risk Management, 6 April - 3 May 2009

e Safer Cities, 4 -31 May 2009

e Financial Strategies for Managing Economic Impacts of Disasters, 18 May 14 June 2009
e Comprehensive Natural Disaster Risk Management Framework, 29 June - 9 August 2009

Upcoming Events (July - September 2009)

e Basic Course on Disaster Management for Civil Defence Officers, NIDM, 6-10 July
e Climate Change and Disasters, SKIPA, ATI Jharkhand, Ranchi, 6-10 July

e Urban Risk Mitigation and Management, HCMRIPA, ATI Rajasthan, 13-17 July

e Environment and Disasters, NIDM, 13-17 July

e Applications of GIS and Remote Sensing in Disaster Management, HIPA, AT Haryana, 20-24 July
e Disasters and Disabilities, NIDM, 20-24 July

e Cyclone Risk Mitigation and Management, 20-24 July

e Drought Mitigation and Management, 27-31 July

e Mass Casualty Management, NIDM, 3-7 August

e Damage, Loss and Needs Assessment, AT1 Bihar, 3-7 August

e ReliefManagement, NIDM, 10-12 August

e Early Warning of Disasters, 1 7-21 August
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